
TOTW Hangman’s Reel 
 
Hangman’s Reel may be unique in that it’s the only four-part tune written to save a fiddler.  It’s 
rare any time that a four-part tune becomes a popular old-time tune.   
 
Hangman’s Reel is often associated with Whitetop, Virginia fiddler Albert Hash (1917 – 1983), 
though he said he learned it from a recording of a Texas fiddler, Bill Northcut (1935- 1992).   
 
Tune Archive reports via Judy Hyman it may have been a tune from the British Isles or from a 
French-Canadian tune called Reel du Pendu, popularized by the famous fiddling of John 
Carignan (1916 – 1988). History and samples are discussed in this video with Kerry Blech (Bill 
Northcut clip at 3:36). 
 
Albert related one such story of a Canadian prisoner to Wayne Erbsen that you can read here.  
Wayne admits to embellishing the story over the years.   Documentation of any of these 
hanging stories is nebulous at best.  Other stories are told about the hanging tune Calahan/The 
Last of Calahan which come from different locations.  And another in this vein: Last of Callahan 
history.  It’s an enormous challenge to sort out the real facts. 
 
A thorough write-up of The Reel of the Hangman was covered by Tony Spadaro, RIP, The Old 
Woodchuck many of us remember.  Lots of information and music to glean here:  The Reel of 
the Hanged Man (Le Reel du Pendu). 
 
Albert Hash’s Hangman's Reel 
Bill Northcutt’s Hangman's Reel 
Jean Carignan (1916 – 1988), Reel du Pendu (Hangman’s Reel) (astounding skill here!) 
Tania Elizabeth, French Canadian fiddler, Reel du Pendu 
Kirk Sutphin & friends 
Josh Turknett 
Hangman's Reel from Scotland and Shetland  
 
Now here’s my favorite by Chris Coole, portraying its richness and intricacy: 
 Hangman's Reel played in a lowered pitch.  
 
Here are some of the many enjoyable posts of Hangman’s Reel on BHO.   
Dan Levenson 
Tom MacKenzie 
Lone Star String Band 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjmqP3auZi8
https://nativeground.com/hangmans-reel-dark-history-banjo-tab/
https://oldtimeparty.wordpress.com/2011/11/22/the-last-of-callahan/
http://www.bluegrassmessengers.com/the-legend-of-the-hanged-fiddler--wilgus.aspx
http://www.bluegrassmessengers.com/the-legend-of-the-hanged-fiddler--wilgus.aspx
https://www.banjohangout.org/archive/217502
https://www.banjohangout.org/archive/217502
https://www.slippery-hill.com/recording/hangmans-reel
https://www.slippery-hill.com/taxonomy/term/538
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gT3DctGzUhI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wzq7i3PzTRA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MN7ZIjJlwUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-6cS0X-cfU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_KIpJyYnHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M76w_L6NuRg
https://www.banjohangout.org/myhangout/media-player/audio_player2.asp?musicid=2928&archived=
https://www.banjohangout.org/myhangout/media-player/audio_player2.asp?musicid=2153&archived=
https://www.banjohangout.org/myhangout/videos.asp?id=21539

